* 


A  •  •• 


L 


T 


TO 


Dr. 


jm 

W 


O  N 


His  Refufal  to  join  in  Confultation  witb  a 
Ph  ysician,  who  had  taken  his  Degree 
abroad,  and  was  approved,  and  licenfed  by 
the  College  of  Physicians  in  London. 


B y  RICHARD  RUSSEL,  M.  D, 


'  V  <  •- 

Falfus  honor  juv  at ,  et  mendax  inf  ami  a  ferret 
nifi  hundofum^  pt  medicandum  ?- 


Hor. ;L  Epift* r  1 6, 

What  knowefl  Thou \  that  We  know  not  ?  What  under - 
jlandefl  Thou>  which  is  not  in  Us  ?  Jo  b  xv,  9. 


■w 


Z  O  N  D  O  N: 

Printed  for  W.  Russel,  at  Horace’s  Head,  with¬ 
out  7* mple-Bar.  mdccxlix. 


..  .  t  "*-■  4 


& 

r'm. 


(Price  Six-pence.) 


...  V. 


r&J&fiStW 


XX 


‘m 


•  V-  f »  Vf 


.  ’  V' 

i-r  >  ' 


rr\X 


BRITISH  MUSEUM 
SALE  DUPLICATE!! 


V 


T 

1 


7  8  7 


r* 


AD  VERTIS 


CJ~  H  E  publication  of  the  following  Letter  has 
been  delayed  now  almojl  a  full  year ,  in  hopes 
that  the  Treatment  received  might  by  time  and 
reflection  appear  in  its  proper  colours  to  the 
Authors  of  it.  But  fnce  I  find  it  does  not ,  I 
can  no  longer  defer  this  Vindication  of  myfelfl 
againft  both  the  Principal  and  his  under- 
Agents.  And  tko'  this  Vindication  with  re- 
fpeci  to  the  former ,  I  hope,  may  prove \ J'uficicnt ; 
yet ,  as  to  the  latter ,  I  find  myfelf  under  an 
abfoiute  necefjity  of  doing  fomet lying  more  :  in 
order  to  place  myfelf  in  finch  a  fate  cf  Inde¬ 
pendency,  that  1  may  do  juf lice  to  my  Patients ; 
and  fiecure  both  them  and  myfelf  from  all  the 
ill  effects  to  which  we  have  been  hitherto  ex- 
pofied,  from  two  caufes,  viz.  an  abfoiute  refiu- 
fial  by  fiome  to  make  up  my  Prefcriptions,  and 
an  adulteration  of  them  by  others.  By  this  to¬ 
tal  or  partial  negative,  which  the  compound¬ 
ers  cf  medicines  have  thought  fit  to  put  upon 
my  Prefcriptions ,  my  Patients  have  been  fome- 
times  deprived  of  any  Remedies  at  all,  and  at 
ethers  of  the  effedl  which  they  might  hope  for 
from  them.  This  has  naturally  given  others 
a  diffidence  and  nnwilli ngncfls  to  put  themfehes 
under  my  care ;  fince,  whatever  good  opinion  they 

,  might 
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might  poffibly  entertain  of  my  Skill ,  they  might 
jujlly  fufpedl  that  it  would  be  rendered  ineffec¬ 
tual  by  fuch  proceedings  as  thefe. 

I  know  but  one  Jingle  Method  which  can  pre- 
r vent  thefe  Practices  and  Sufpicions,  and  that 
is,  for  the  f  uture  to  prepare  and  difpenfe  my 
own  Medicines ,  to  all  who  Jhall  dejire  them  j 
and  to  take  particular  care  that  they  Jhall 
conffl  of  the  very  bed  Materials ,  which  will 
be  of  great  advantage  to  my  Patients.  <  And 
whoever  fall  reprefent  this  as  an  uncommon 
thing ,  and  below  the  dignity  of  a  Graduate 
Phyfician ,  upon  a  little  inquiry  he  will find , 
that  a  great  number  of  Phyficians  do  the  fame 
in  all  parts  of  England  ;  and  fome  not  far  off j 
particularly  Dr.  Yates  and  Dr.  Barham 
at  Hartford.  But  I  mufi  wgenuoujly  own , 
that  the  thought  of  putting  this  Method  in 
pr  a  Slice  here ,  was  fir  ft  jagg  fed  to  me  by 
Dr.  Addington  himjef. 

I  intend  like  wife,  every  Thurfday,  being 
market-day ,  to  give  my  advice  gratis,  to  All 
thofe  who  fie  all  ajk  it,  and  whofe  circumfiances 
may  be  too  narrow  to  permit  them  to  advance 
the  ufual  Fees. 


SIR. 


N  juftice  to  my  own  Character,  I 
find  my  felt  obliged  to  addrefs  to 
you,  in  this  public  manner,  the 
following  Letter  j  the  necef- 
fity  of  which  will  gradually  appear 
to  every  Reader,  more  and  more, 
as  he  proceeds  in  the  perul'al  of  it. 

When,  upon  the  advice  and  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  feveral  Gentlemen,  1  firft  formed  the 
defign  of  fettling  in  this  place ;  left  it  fhould 
give  Dr.  Merrick  or  You  any  unreafonable 
umbrage,  particular  care  was  taken  to  inform, 
you  early  of  it,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  feemed 
likely  to  be  the  leaft  difagreeable.  The  Gentle¬ 
man  who  waited  upon  you,  delivered  a  Letter 
to  each  of  you,  from  a  hand  moft  intimately, 
known  to  either  ;  and  was  received  and  difmifled 
by  Both,  with  as  great  civility  as  he  could '  ex- 
pedft  or  defire.  And  had  your  fubfequent  con¬ 
duct  been  as  confonant  thereto,  as  Dr.  Merrick’s 
has  been  ;  I  fhould  have  had  no  occafion  at  this 
time  to  lay  before  you  the  inconfiftency  of  it. 

A  To 
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To  give  weight  to  the  contents  of  your 
Friend’s  Letter,  the  Bearer,  who  always 
thought  the  moft  open  and  undifguifed  way  of 
acling,  the  likelieit  to  have  the  beft  effeft,  ac¬ 
quainted  you,  in  the  franked:  manner,  both  with 
the  Method  in  which  I  had  proceeded  in  my 
Studies,  and  with  the  Views  I  had  in  defigning 
to  fettle  in  this  part  of  the  country  :  and  the 
fubftance  of  his  converfation  with  you  on  this 
occafion,  according  to  his  repeated  affurances, 
was  this. 

That  having  been  educated  at  TVeftminJler 
fchool  for  eight  years,  under  the  care  of  Dr. 
Friend,  I  directly  applied  myfelf  to  one  of 
thofe  Arts,  and  afterwards  to  the  reft,  which 
are  generally  looked  upon  as  a  neceffary  Intro¬ 
duction  to  the  knowledge  of  Phyfic.  That 
having  gone  through  feveral  courfes  of  Botany 
and  Anatomy,  under  the  moft  eminent  Profef- 
fors  of  each,  I  put  myfelf  under  the  direction 
of  a  Chtmift  of  great  bufinefs ;  where  I  had  the 
beft  opportunity  of  getting  an  infight  not,  only 
into  Chemiftry,  but  into  the  whole  Materia 
Medica ,  and  the  compofition  of  all  forts  of 
*  Medicines.  That  during  this  time,  at  proper 
intervals,  I  read  the  Books  recommended  to 
me  by  the  moft  eminent  Phvficians ;  and  attended 
Hofpitals  and  Infirmaries,  where  I  law  and  ob- 
ferved  their  Method  of  treating  almoft  all  kinds 
of  Difeafes.  That  I  afterwards  went  to  Paris , 
where,  under  the  inftrudtion  of  Monfieur  Gre¬ 
co  ire,  the  moft  celebrated  Man-midwife,  I  had 
a  repeated  light  of,  and  likewife  performed 

*  A  Knowledge  highly  neceffary  for  every  Phyfician* 
.who  is  willing  to  deted  the  abufe  of  his  Prefer* ptions,  and 
to  dbiaftice  to  his  Fatients* 

myfelf 
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myfelf  all  the  Operations  neceffary,  in  unnatural, 
as  well  as  natural  Births.  That  having  taken  a 
*  Degree  in  Phyfic,  I  returned  to  England  and 
having  been  examined  by  the  College  of  Phy- 
ficians  in  London ,  received  from  them  a  Di¬ 
ploma,  acknowledging  the  validity  of  that  De¬ 
gree,  and  granting  me  their  Licence  to  prac- 
tife.  That  having  been  -f  chofen  Phyfician  to 
that  Branch  of  Chrift’ s  Hofpital  which  is  at  Wi a ire 
in  Hartfordjhire ,  I  had  for  feveral  years  a  great 
%  number  of  Boys  under  my  care  •,  who  being 
continually  fubjeft  to  diftempers,  had  afforded 
me,  together  with  my  other  Practice,  a, large 
Scene  of  experience,  by  a  variety  of  dangerous 
Cafes.  And,  laftly,  that  my  Defign  in  coming 
to  Henley ,  was  to  p radii fe  Phyfic  and  Man-mid¬ 
wifery  there,  as  I  had  hitherto  conflantly  done. 

Upon  hearing  this.  Sir,  you  made  no  other 
objection  than  fuch  as  feemed  confiftent  enough 
with  a  regard  to  your  Friend’s  recommenda¬ 
tion  5  expreffing  only  fome  diffidence  and  ap- 
prehenfion  with  refpedl  to  my  fuccefs.  You 
laid,  that  this  place  was  too  near  Reading  to  fup- . 
oorta  Phyfician  ;  and  that  none,  for  many  years, 
tad  fucceeded  here  :  and  therefore  you  advifed 
the  preference  of  High -Wickham,  where  there 
was  neither  Phyfician  nor  Man-midwife  of  any 
eminence,  nor  at  any  other  Town  fo  near  that 
as  Reading  is  to  Henley. 

Being  fatisfied  that  this  was  a  juft  Reprefenta- 
tion  of  what  paffed  between  You  and  my  Friend, 

1  could  not  but  be  greatly  furprifed  at  the  gene- 

*  At  Rheimr ,  where  the  famous  Dr.  Pitcairn  took  his. 

-J*  Upon  the  Teftimonial  and  recommendation  of  Dr. 
Mead,  Dr.  Monroe,  and  Dr.  Dod, 

X  Near  two  hundred, 
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ral  allarm  among  the  Apothecaries  here,  upon 
my  firft  appearance  in  this  place  ;  tho’  I  had 
declared  to  them,  that  I  had  no  intention  of 
mixing  up  my  own  Medicines,  (as  isufual  with 
the  Phyficians  of  Hartfordjhire ,  from  whence  I 
came  hither)  if  they  would  ingenuoully  do  juft- 
ice  to  my  Prefcriptions.  Notwithftanding 
which,  many  falfe  Stories  were  fpred  about, 
and  among  the  reft  one  of  a  complicated  nature, 
of  which,  with  great  appearance  of  probability. 
You  was  reported  to  be  the  Author,  viz.  That 
from  the  account  my  Friend  gave  you  of  my 
Defign,  you  could  not  well  tell,  whether  I  in¬ 
tended  to  pradtife  as  an  Apothecary,  Surgeon, 
Man-midwife,  or  Phyfician.  No  Invention 
could  have  been  more  cruel  than  this,  nor  more 
balely  calculated  to  do  me  mifchief ;  which,  by 
threatening,  and  feeming  to  ftrike  at  the  particu¬ 
lar  intereft  of  each  of  the  Apothecaries,  united 
them  all  againft  me.  Tho’  this  gave  me  fome 
fufpicion  of  your  not  having  the  beft  intentions 
towards  me,  yet  it  was  with  no  l'mall  difficulty 
that  I  could  imagine  you  to  be  the  real  Author 
of  fuch  a  Story  ;  fince  You  yourfelf,  by  way  of 
complaint  to  me,  had  been  pleafed  to  contradidt 
it,  telling  me,  that  by  the  Account  you  had 
received  from  my  Friend  who  carried,  and  from 
yours  who  wrote  that  Letter,  you  concluded,  that 
I  intended  to  pradtife  only  Man- midwifery.  And 
yet  my  Friend  ftill  abfolutely  avers,  that  he  told 
you,  that  I  intended  to  pradtife  Phyfic  alfo  ;  and 
that  the  words  of  your  Friend’s  Letter,  which 
he  read  before  it  was  fealed,  were  likewife  to  the 
fame  purpofe  ;  and  that  the  Gentleman  who 
wrote  it  has  declared  to  him  fince,  that  he  never 
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gave  you  any  other  account  of  my  intentions 
by  word  of  mouth. 

Thus  difappointed  and  undermined  by  Ene¬ 
mies,  wearing  the  finding  countenance  of 
Friends,  and  expofed  to  the  whifpered  infinua- 
tions,  reflections,  and  cenfures  of  the  credulous 
and  the  malicious ;  I  notwithstanding  met  with 
fome  fincere  and  candid  Perfons,  who  heartily 
efpoufed  my  Caule,  and  (hewed  me  real  inltan- 
ces  of  regard  and  favour,  the  number  of 
whom  was  daily  incr.eafing.  This  incouraged 
me  to  keep  my  ground,  in  a  fituation  not  very 
eafy  •,  which  yet,  tho’  often  difagreeable,  was 
fometimes  diverting.  For  I  imagined  it  to  be 
not  unlike  that  of  a  perfon,  who  being  got  into 
the  midit  of  an  audience  at  a  Puppet-fhew,  was 
obliged  to  hear  himfelf  abufed  and  railed  at  by 
the  Bulky  Hero  of  the  Drama,  and  his  Wooden 
Brethren ,  without  being  able  to  difcover  the 
chief  Artift,  who  alone  formed  all  the  articulate 
founds.  Unwilling  either  to  interrupt  the  di- 
verfion  by  an  unfeafonable  reply,  or  to  difturb 
the  Audience  by  forcing  myfelf  from  it  abruptly, 
I  refolved  to  fit  it  out  with  patience,  and  leave 
the  merits  of  the  Piece  to  the  judgment  of  the' 
Spectators.  But  the  Mailer  of  the  Theatre, 
finding  that  his  Farce  did  not  meet  with  that 
applaufe  which  he  defired  and  expeCted,  came 
forth  fuddenly  from  behind  the  Scenes,  pulled 
off  his  mafk,  and  by  one  bold  Coup  d' eclat  en¬ 
deavoured  to  demoliih  me  at  once. 

On  Monday  the  25th  of  July ,  You,  Sir,  was 
fent  for  to  Mr.  Combee,  Mailer  of  the  Work- 
boufe  at  this  place,  who  had  been  under  my 
care  about  tour  days,  in  order  to  our  having  a 
Confultation  upon  bis  Cafe.  This  was  donef  I 
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allure  you,  without  the  leaft  advice  of  mine ; 
there  being,  in  my  opinion,  no  occafion  at  all 
for  it,  as  the  Difeafe  was  very  apparent,  and  the 
Method  of  treatment  obvious  enough.  At  this 
time,  after  you  had  examined  the  Patient,  You 
thought  proper  to  alk  me  feveral  Queftions,  and 
to  get  from  me  what  information  you  could  con¬ 
cerning  his  Cafe  ;  as  any  other  Phyfician  would 
have  done,  that  intended  to  confult  with  me  :  all 
which  Queftions  I  very  ingenuouQy  anfwered, 
not  fufpecting  your  delign.  After  this,  you  de- 
fired  me  to  walk  into  another  room,  where 
fhutting  the  door,  you  told  me.  That  you  was 
under  an  obligation  which  hindered  you  from 
joining  in  Confultation  with  me,  having  entered 
into  an  Agreement  fome  time  ago  with  feveral 
Phyficians,  not  to  confult  with  any  of  the  Pro- 
feffion  who  had  not  taken  a  Degree  either  at  Ox¬ 
ford  or  Cambridge ;  among  whom  you  named 
Dr.  Frewin  and  Dr.  Pitt  ol  Oxford ,  Dr. 
Hayes  of  PRindfcr,  and  Dr.  Zinzan  of  Read¬ 
ing.  This,  I  told  you,  among  other  things, 
could  not  but  feem  very  ftrange  to  me,  with 
whom  the  laft  had  a&ually  confulted  ;  and  with 
whom  Dr.  Hayes  had  declared  to  a  Patient 
of  mine  his  willingnefs  to  confult,  if  occafion  re¬ 
quired  :  at  which  you  exprefled  no  fmall  won¬ 
der.  After  a  while,  Mrs.  Combee  being  call’d 
in,  you  repeated  to  her  part  of  that  which  had 
pafled  between  you  and  me  in  private  ;  and  it 
was  left  to  her  to  determine,  under  whofe  care 
Ihe  would  have  the  Patient  remain.  She  retired, 
and  having  alked  the  advice  of  the  Apothecary, 
who  was  then  in  the  houfe,  foon  returned,  and 
defired  you  to  write  for  her  Hufband  •,  an  expref- 
fion  that  fhewed  plainly  from  whence  her  orders 
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came.  This  you  did  pretty  conftantly  for  near 
a  Fortnight ;  towards  the  conclufion  of  which, 
you  met  a  Gentleman  on  the  road,  to  whom 
you  declared  Mr.  Com  bee  to  be  out  of  danger  : 
in  which  hopeful  ftate  he  did  not  long  con¬ 
tinue  ;  for  it  was  foon  thought  necelTary  to  call 
in  an  eminent  Phylician  from  Oxford  to  a  Con- 
fultation ;  who  accordingly  came,  but  it  was  all 
to  no  purpofe,  for  two  days  after  the  Patient 
made  his  final  Exit. — And  here  give  me  leave 
to  alk  you  and  the  world,  Is  it  at  all  probable, 
that  you  would  have  fo  eagerly  engrofied  the 
foie  management  of  this  Patient,  if  you  had  fin- 
cerely  thought  his  Cafe  very  dangerous,  at  the 
time  you  obliged  me  to  quit  him  ?  Since  you 
could  propofe  no  reputation  to  yourfelf  by 
difcarding  me  from  a  Patient  you  could  not 
cure  ;  is  it  not  more  likely,  that  you  a£ted  from 
a  different  motive,  and  that  you  had  judgment 
fufficient  to  diftinguifh  that  the  Patient’s  illnefs 
was  at  that  interval  by  no  means  defperate. 
Thoughts  like  thefe  might  encourage  you  to 
make  the  rafh  and  fruitlefs  experiment  of  en¬ 
deavouring  to  augment  your  reputation  at  the 
expence  of  mine.  You  might  fancy,  that  a  re¬ 
fusal  to  join  in  Confultation  with  me,  would  in¬ 
dicate  a  fuperior  dignity  in  you ;  and  that  the 
recovery  of  a  Patient  (tho’  furreptitioufly  taken 
from  me)  would  Ihew  a  fuperior  Judgment, 
But,  Sir,  the  Confequence  may  convince  you, 
that  if  you  aim  at  difplaying  abilities  in  Phyfic 
fuperior  to  mine,  you  muft  find  out  fome  other 
Proof ;  for  from  the  Event  of  Mr.  Com  bee’s 
Cafe,  you  can  by  no  means  claim  any  preference. 

This  Cataftrophe,  fo  fatal  to  Mr.  Combee, 
rendered  your  Refufal  to  confult  with  me  lei's 
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detrimental  at  that  time ;  as  it  was  uhdeniably 
evident  here,  that  a  Patient,  taken  but  of  my 
hands  in  a  mending  way,  had  died  under  yours  y 
who  might  poffibly  have  recovered,  had  he  con¬ 
tinued  under  mine.  But  it  has  fince  had,  in 
fome  meafure,  the  Eflfedl  intended  by  you,  as 
far  as  your  influence  could  reach  ;  and  which, 
according  to  the  felf-interefted  views  of  the  lit¬ 
tle  practitioners  in  Phyfic,  could  not  but  natu¬ 
rally  follow.  '  It  has  given  them  an  opportunity 
of  reprefenting  me  in  a  very  difadvantageous 
light.  For;  looking  upon  your  Refufal  to  be  a 
formal  Degradation  of  all  who  have  not  been 
regularly  bred  at  Oxford  or  Cambridge ,  to  whom 
alone,  according  to  your  notion,  belongs  the 
Title  of  Regular  Phyficians,  fome  of  them  have 
had  the  aflurance  to  treat  me  as  a  perfon  void 
of  proper  medicinal  Education.  Such  Treat¬ 
ment,  had  it  not  come  from  men  whofe  behavi¬ 
our  is  beneath  my  notice,  might  have  rendered  it 
neceffary  to  make  fome  Obfervations  upon  Uni- 
verfities  in  general,  and  upon  the  Degrees  given 
in  them  ;  and  to  draw  a  juft  Comparifon  be¬ 
tween  thofe  at  home,  and  thofe  abroad.  But,  as  I 
have  no  inclination  to  enter  into  any  fuch  invidi¬ 
ous  Comparifon,  fo  I  think  I  have  no  manner  of 
occafion  ;  fmee,  I  hope,  this  Letter  will  make 
it  appear  to  all  impartial  Perlons,  elpecially  thofe 
within  this  neighbourhood,  that  my  Degree  is  as 
valid  as  any  other,  and  that  it  was  conferred 
upon  me,  after  an  application  to  the  ftudy  of  Phy¬ 
fic,  as  regular  as  your  own. 

I  might  juftly  aflert,  without  adding  my  rea- 
fons,  that  Univerfities  in  general,  and  the  De¬ 
grees  given  in  them,  hand  upon  luch  a  level,  that 
a  Phyfician  who  has  proceeded  at  one,  has  a  right 
‘  to 
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to  be  acknowledged  as  fuch  by  all  thofe  who  are 
Graduates  of  any  other  :  but,  fuppofing  any  de¬ 
ficiency  in  them,  there  is  in  our  Country  a  par¬ 
ticular  Eftablifhment,  which  has  an  effectual 
power  to  remove  all  prejudices  which  may  arife 
from  any  feeming  irregularity  in  Foreign  De¬ 
grees.  The  Royal  College  of  Phyficians,  found¬ 
ed  by  King  Henry  VIII.  and  confirmed  and 
augmented  by  feveral  fucceeding  Princes,  is  em¬ 
powered  to  cite  and  examine  Practitioners  in 
Phyfic,  and  to  prohibit  or  permit  them,  accord¬ 
ing  as  their  deficiency  or  ability  fhall  appear 
upon  that  examination.  Their  power  extends 
over  all  perfons  praftifing  in  any  part  of  Eng¬ 
land^  except  Graduates  of  Oxford  or  Cambridge  ; 
and  fo  far  even  over  thele,  as  to  allow  or  hinder 
their  practice  in  London ,  or  within  feven  miles 
thereof.  And  as  this  College  {lands  upon  the 
fame  authority  with  both  Univerfities,  viz. 
Royal  Grants  and  Charters,  and  by  its 
conllitution  is  rendered  even  fuperior  to  either* 
with  regard  to  one  branch  of  Science,  the  exer- 
cice  of  the  Art  of  Phyfic  within  one  particular 
diftrict ;  their  allowance  of  the  validity  of  any 
Foreign  Degree,  is  a  fufficient  Confirmation  of 
it,  and  their  Licence  to  pradtife,  a  formal  admit- 
fion  to  all  the  Privileges  generally  claimable 
merely  by  virtue  of  a  Domeltic  Degree. 

I  could  never  apprehend  with  what  juflice  or 
propriety  the  Graduates  of  Oxford  or  Cambridge 
affume  to  themfelves  the  title  of  Regular  Pbyfi- 
dans ,  exclufively  of  all  others ;  and  am  apt  to 

believe,  that  all  the  (lock  of  Rhetoric  and  Lo- 

*  '  / 

gic,  with  which  they  may  have  furnifhed  them- 


ielves  there,  will  hardly  enable  them  to  fupport 
that  diftinftion.  How  Regularity ,  with  refpecl  to 
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any  liberal  Art  or  Science,  can  be  reftfained  to 
any  particular  place,  I  cannot  imagine  ;  unlefs  a 
Law  were  made,  inverting  that  place  with  the 
peculiar  privilege  of  conferring  upon  Profeffors 
the  character  of  Regular.  As  matters  ftand  at 
prefent,  I  know  but  two  things  requifite  to  form 
a  Regular  Phyjician ,  To  ftudy  Phyfic  regularly, 
and  to  take  a  degree  in  a  regular  manner.  To 
ftudy  any  Art  or  Science  regularly  is,  to  do  it 
according  to  the  Method,  which  has  been  found 
by  experience  to  be  the  mod  proper  for  the  at¬ 
tainment  of  it  •,  beginning  with  fuch  parts  as  are 
moft  fimple  and  eafy,  and  from  thence  proceed¬ 
ing  to  thofe  which  are  more  complicated  and 
abftrufe.  To  take  a  degree  in  a  regular  manner, 
is  to  take  it  according  to  the  ftated  rules  and 
cuftoms  of  the  Univerfity  where  it  is  taken, 
having  undergone  fuch  examinations,  and  per¬ 
formed  fuch  exercices  as  are  required.  Who¬ 
ever  has  qualified  himfelf  for  practice,  in  both 
.thefe  refpedts,  whether  in  his  own  country,  or 
abroad,  may  juftly  be  called  a  Regular  Phyjician. 
To  which  appellation,  in  cafe  his  education  has 
been  partly  foreign,  he  has  ftill  the  more  incon- 
teftable  title,  if  he  has  complied  with  all  the  re¬ 
gulations  preferibed  by  the  laws  of  his  own 
country,  and  been  approved  by  that  Authority, 
which  they  have  appointed  to  rectify  all  irregu¬ 
larities  in  the  pradtice  of  Phyfic.  And  therefore, 
no  Doftor,  either  of  Oxford  or  Cambridge ,  can 
with  any  better  pretence  aflume  to  himfelf  a  Pre¬ 
rogative  to  deny  any  privilege,  which  the  Col¬ 
lege  is  impowered  to  grant,  than  any  Dodlor  of 
the  College  can  deny  any  privileges  conferred 
by  either  Univerfity.  That  thefe  have  been  the 
fentiments  of  the  generality  of  the  Faculty,  I 

think 
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think  may  be  juftly  inferred  from  their  conduct: 
for  I  cannot,  upon  the  ftrickeft  inquiry,  find, 
that  the  moft  eminent  in  our  grand  Metropolis 
ever  refufed  to  join  in  confultation  with  a  Foreign 
Graduate,  who  had  received  the  fanftion  of  the 
Royal  College.  And  yet  thefe  are  the  perfons, 
from  whom  one  would  be  the  leak  furprifed  to 
hear  fome  unfavourable  declaration  againft  Fo¬ 
reign  Degrees.  For  fuch,  having  by  their  prac¬ 
tice  or  writings,  or  both,  rendered  themfelves 
famous,  and  retaining  a  great  regard  for  the 
place  of  their  education,  where  the  foundation 
of  all  their  fame  and  fortune  was  laid,  may  na¬ 
turally  enough  be  fuppofed  to  entertain  preju¬ 
dices  againft  foreign  Univerfities.  Befides,  fuch 
great  men  are  apt  to  have  fome  peculiar  ways 
of  thinking,  which,  tho’  feeming  paradoxical 
and  whimfical,  are  excufable,  as  being  fo  much 
over-balanced  by  their  fuperior  abilities.  A 
Willis,  a  Sydenham,  or  a  Radcliff  might 
be  indulged  in  Foibles  of  this  kind,  which  like 
lhades  in  a  Picture,  let  off  the  lights  to  greater 
advantage.  But  fhould  fome  Pert  Phyfician, 
whofe  lot  has  fallen  in  the  obfcurity  of  the 
country,  and  whofe  reputation  in  the  literary 
world  Hands  much  upon  a  level  with  mine,  be¬ 
ing  puffed  up  with  a  pretty  large  Scene  of  Prac¬ 
tice,  give  himfelf  fuch  haughty  airs ;  as  fome 
might  think,  that  he  afted  like  Alexander’s 
wry-neck’d  Courtier,  they  might  likewife  think, 
that  his  head  ought  to  be  fet  right  in  the  fame  > 
manner. — But  You,  Sir,  cannot  be  charged  with 
any  affefted  mimickry  of  the  learned  or  the 
great.  You  are  no  fervile  imitator  of  the 
Willis’s,  the  Sydenhams,  or  the  Radcliffs, 
either  of  former  or  prefent  times.  Yrou  aft  as  a 
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perfedt  Original,  doing  what  none  of  them  ever 
attempted  •,  and  by  mere  dint  of  your  own  Au¬ 
thority,  invalidate  all  Foreign  Degrees,  cancel  the 
Licences  of  the  College  ot  Phyficians,  and  acknow¬ 
ledge  none  to  be  fuch,  butthofe  who  have  been, 
in  your  own  fenfe  of  the  words,  regularly  bred. 
What  authority  befides  your  own  You  have  for 
fuch  proceeding,  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know  ;  fince 
the  belt  and  ablefi:  Phyiicians  never  fcruple  tc 
admit  to  a  Confultation  thofe  who  have  taken  a 
Foreign  Degree,  if  they  have  received  teftimo- 
nials  of  their  abilities  from  the  Royal  College. 

Whence  then  arifes  this  nice  diflinclion  of  yours  ? 
Where  the  greateft  Phyiicians  in  parallel,  cafes  have 
made  none,  what  authority  have  you  to  do  it  in 
mine  ?  It  could  not  furely  proceed  from  any 
fancied  fuperiority  of  knowledge  either  in  Bo¬ 
tany,  Chemiftry,  or  Anatomy  •,  fince  at  the  time 
of  your  Academical  ftudies,  thofe  introductory 
Arts  were  much  better  attained  in  London  than 
in  any  other  part  of  England.  For  was  there 
during  your  refidence  in  the  Univerfity,  a  learned 
ProfefTor  always  ready  at  proper  feafons,  to  con- 
dudt  difciples  through  all  the  claifes  of  medicinal 
plants,  in  conftant  courfes  of  Botanical  Ledtures  ? 
Was  there  a  fufHcient  number  of  Chemical  Ope¬ 
rators,  both  able  and  willing  to  undertake  the 
trouble  of  inftructing  Pupils  in  all  the  necefiary 
branches  of  that  Art?  YVas  there  any  eminent 
Anatomift  generally  refident,  who,  being  fur- 
nilhed  with  a  continual  fupply  of  frefh  bodies, 
$ould  initiate,  improve  and  perfect  the  young 
Students,  by  a  repeated  courfe  of  Ledtures  upon 
all  the  different  parts  of  the  human  frame  ? — » 
If  you  fhould  venture  to  anfwer  thefe  Queftions 
ffi  the  affirmative,  I  rauft  beg  leave  to  tell  you, 
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as  having  been  informed  by  others,  and  as  partly 
knowing  myfelf,  that  the  cafe  was  really  very 
different.  For  I  have  been  allured,  that  as  to  Che- 
xniftry  many  Medicinal  Students  in  either  of  our 
Univerfities,  were  forced  at  that  time  to  go 
through  their  courfes  at  London  ;  and  as  to  Ana¬ 
tomy,  I  myfelf  have  been  accompanied  there  by 
many  of  them  through  feveral  courfes,  under 
the  celebrated  Dr.  Nichols.  And  yet,  I  am 
certain,  I  never  faw  You  there  •,  nor  can  I  find, 
upon  diligent  inquiry,  that  you  ever  gave  your- 
felf  any  trouble  of  this  kind. 

London  is  likewife  univerfally  acknowledged 
to  be  very  advantageous  to  ftudents  in  Phyfic  in 
other  refpects.  For  wherever  there  are  Hofpi- 
tals.  Infirmaries,  and  eftablilhments  of  that  na¬ 
ture,  there  are  the  proper  places  for  young  Phy- 
ficians  to  qualify  themfelves  thoroughly  to  ap¬ 
pear  upon  the  ftage  of  the  world.  Upon  which 
when  they  enter  at  firft,  *  without  having  had 
home  previous  exercice  and  practice  for  a  confi- 
derable  time,  tho’  they  may  know  the  theory  of 
Phyfic  perfectly  well,  they  mull  neceffarily  make 
but  an  indifferent  figure.  The  more  numerous 
in  any  place  fuch  receptacles  for  the  difealed  are, 
the  more  proper  do  they  render  it  for  the  pur- 
pofe  juft  mentioned:  on  which  account,  fcarce  any 
in  Europe  can  be  more  fo  than  London  and  Paris. 
What  diftemper  is  there  incident  to  human  bo¬ 
dies,  which  in  this  way  may  not  probably  come 
under  the  infpedlion  of  a  young  Phyfician  ?  who 
will  have  continual  opportunities  in  thefe  places 
of  obferving  the  pra&ice  of  the  elder  and  more 

*  Nec  medic: ,  nec  imperatores ,  ?:ec  or  at  ores,  quamvis  art  is 
pr  accept  a  perceperint ,  quidquam  7/iagna  laude  dignum  fine  ufu  et 
exercitatione  confequ:  pojfunt .  Cic,  deoffic.  Lib.  II.  i 
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experienced :  which  being  exercifed  in  a  much 
freer  manner  upon  this  kind  of  Patients,  than 
upon  fuch  as  are  in  a  lefs  dependent  ftate,  may 
tend  very  much  to  the  improvement  of  Phyfic, 
by  difcovering  the  particular  virtues  of  fome  re¬ 
medies,  which  otherwife  might  not  have  been 
known.  ' 

That  the  great  Dr.  Radcliff,  who  is  uni- 
verfally  allowed  to  have  been  a  moft  compe¬ 
tent  Judge  in  thefe  matters,  was  in  a  way  of 
thinking  not  very  different  from  this,  is  highly 
probable,  from  his  having  left  by  Will  above 
fix  hundred  pounds  a  year,  to  maintain  two  Stu¬ 
dents  in  Phyfic,  from  the  time  of  their  being 
Regent  Mailers,  for  the  term  of  ten  years  ;  the 
better  half  of  which  they  are  obliged  to  fpend  in 
foreign  Countries,  and  allowed  to  pafs  the  reft 
in  any  part  of  England :  an  evident  proof,  that,  in 
his  opinion,  they  might  make  much  greater  im¬ 
provement  in  Phyfic,  for  ten  years,  after  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Mailer  of  Arts,  in  other  places,  either 
abroad  or  at  home,  than  in  either  of  our  Univer- 
lities.  Which  fentiments  of  his  have  been  lately 
moll  elegantly  exprefifed  by  the  learned  Dr. 
Lewis,  in  his  *  fine  Oration  at  the  opening  of 
the  Radclivian  Library.  I  fhould  therefore  be 
unwilling  to  fuppofe,  that  you  could  be  fo  ig- 

*  Noqjit  pr&tcrca,  imo  expert  entid fud  magifird  optime  novit , 
Ji  quis  i  me  die  or  um  grege  elevari  unquam ,  et  in  optuno  Deo? 
falutis  templo  eminent! or  aliquid  fperare  audeat ;  eum  non  in 
ar&is  Academiae  finibus  includi  femper  ;  non  do?ni  fe  quotidie 
continentem ,  immuni  quadam  et  fupervacanea  librorum  copid 
ebruiy  Jed  libera  et  eretlo  ejfe  ammo  ;  fed  ingenio  culto  diu 
atque  exercitato  ejfe  oporteat :  ut  non  vani  opinione,  non  levi 
et  futili  conjeftura,  fed  certd,  fed  indubitata  experiential  fide 
Medici  nomen  merett  di fee  ret, — Ex  hac  igitur  umbratili  vita, 
in  pulverem  atque  fokm  filics  fuos  evocari  jujjf.  Pag.  14,  15. 
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norant,  as  not  to  be  fenfible  of  thefe  fuperior  ad¬ 
vantages  to  a  Student  in  Phyfic,  or  fo  hardy  as  to 
fet  up  your  private  opinion  in  oppofition  to  that 
of  the  great  Dr.  Radcliff  who  was  the  glory 
of  his  own  time,  is  the  admiration  of  the  prefent, 
and  will  probably  be  fo  of  all  fucceeding  ages. 

It  may  therefore  juftly  be  inferred  by  me,  that 
your  behaviour  towards  me  mull  arife  from  felfilh 
Motives ;  without  taking  the  trouble  to  add  any 
particular  arguments  to  enforce  that  inference. 
But  fince  you  have  been  pleafed,  by  the  very 
Excufes  you  thought  fit  to  make,  both  to  myfeif 
and  others,  to  difcover  the  true  Motives  upon 
which  you  adted  ;  it  would  be  injuftice  to  you, 
as  well  as  myfeif,  to  conceal  any  part  of  your 
Apology  on  this  occafion. 

Had  the  pretended  Agreement  with  Dr. 
Frew  in,  &c.  been  made  before  my  removal  to 
Henley ,  as  by  your  manner  of  fpeaking  of  it  one 
might  be  apt  to  imagine ;  it  had  been  very  natu¬ 
ral  for  you  to  have  mentioned  it  to  my  Friend," 
when  he  fo  frankly  acquainted  you  with  my  de- 
fign,  and  with  the  manner  of  my  education. 
This  open  and  undifguifed  treatment  he  might 
juftly  have  expefted,  in  return  ;  Both  as  it  would 
have  anfwered  the  character  he  had  received  of 
You,  and  as  it  would  have  been  the  moft  likely 

way  to  divert  me  from  my  purpofe. - As  this 

is  a  prefumption  againft  the  earlinefs  of  this 
Agreement ,  lb  there  is  more  than  one  againft  the 
reality  of  it.  For  it  is  not  likely,  that  Dr. 
Frewin,  a  man  of  that  age,  learning,  experi¬ 
ence,  and  reputation  in  the  world,  Ihould  enter 
into  any  fuch  ingagement  with  you  *  fince  he 
could  have  no  manner  of  inducement  from  his 
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i/ltcreft  to  enter  into  any  fuch,  even  with  elder 
and  more  eminent  Phyficians  ;  as  by  his  fit.ua? 
tion  he  could  have  no  apprehenfion  of  being  ever 
difturbed  by  thofe  of  a  foreign  or  different  edu¬ 
cation. 

That  this  Agreement  was  not  thought  of  5tili 
after  1  had  fettled  at  Henley ,  and  made  fome 
progrefs  in  bufinefs,  is  ftill  more  probable ;  be- 
caufe  Dr.  Z  inzan  himfelf  did  not  refufe,  about 
a  year  after  my  fettling  here,  to  conl'ult  with 
me  ;  and  yet  it  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that,  if  there 
had  been  fuch  an  early  Agreement  between  Dr. 
Frewin,  Dr.  Pitt  ,  and  yourfell.  You  would 
not  have  immediately  acquainted  Dr.  Z  inzan 
with  it,  and  with  the  manner  in  which  I  had  been 
educated.  When,  notwithftanding  the  under-hand 
dealings  of  your  Emiffaries,  my  fuccefs  began  to 
touch  you  in  a  very  fenlible  part,  it  is  not  unlikely, 
that  upon  your  complaint  to  Dr.  Frewin  and 
Dr.  Pitt  of  my  placing  myl'elf  fo  near  you, 
they  might  declare  pretty  ftrongly  in  favour  of 
our Univerlity  Graduates;  and  might  perhaps  fay. 
They  would  do  very  well  to  refule  a  confultation 
with  thofe  who  had  been  educated  elfewhere. 
But  that  'They  entered  with  You  into  any  formal 
ingagement  to  that  purpofe,  as  I  have  only  your 
bare  affertion  for  this,  I  muft  take  the  freedom 
to  fufpend  my  belief,  and  muft  beg  the  Reader 
to  fufpend  his,  for  a  very  fubftantial  reafon, 
which  I  (hall  give  before  I  conclude  this  Letter. 

There  is  one  circumftance  in  the  management 
of  this  affair,  which  makes  it  look  ftill  more  like 
a  lelfifli  invention  and  contrivance  ;  That  when 
You  had  determined  to  relufe  to  eonfult  with 
me,  you  delayed  to  acquaint  me  with  it  lor  a 
good  while,  the5  you  had  before  communicated 

your 
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Vour  fecret  defign  to  one  of  your  Creatures,  who 
himfelf  lately  told  me,  that  he  knew  long  before 
it  happened,’  that  this  Refufal  would  be  made 
forne  time  or  other.  From  whence  it  is  evident, 
that  You  had  for  fome  time  layed  your  Scheme, 
and  probably  had  been  fo  mean  as  to  concert  it 
with  him  •,  that  all  your  combuftibles  were  pre¬ 
pared  and  artfully  concealed  ;  and  that  you 
waited  only  for  a  proper  opportunity  to  let  fire 
to  the  train. 

Another  indication  of  the  felfifhnefs  of  this 
Refufal  appeared  plainly  in  one  of  the  Excules 
you  thought  fit  to  make,  in  order  to  remove 
the  fufpicion  which  I  might  be  apt  to  entertain, 
that  the  whole  was  levelled  perfonally  at  me. 

Dr.  Merrick,  you  faid,  was  very  aged  and 
“  infirm,  and  it  was  very  likely  that  when  he 
€‘  was  gone  off  the  Stage  fome  perfon  of  Fo- 
“  reign  Education  might  endeavour  to  fettle  at 
“  Reading ;  which  You  and  Dr.  Zinzan  were 
a  determined  if  pofllble  to  prevent.”  This 
frank  Declaration,  I  then  imagined,  might  have 
flipped  inadvertently  from  you ;  as  the  like 
l’ometimes  happens  to  perfons  of  great  vivacity, 
whofe  volubility  of  fpeech  goes  on  uninterrupted 
by  any  reflection.  But  I  was  afterwards  credibly 
informed,  to  my  great  furprize,  that  you  repea¬ 
ted  the  fame  Relblution,  in  aimoft  the  very  fame 
words,  in  that  formal  Speech  which  you  thought 
proper  to  make  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Club  at 
Henley.  And  as  all  the  topics  of  that  Speech  had 
been  well  revolved,  no  doubt,  in  your  mind, 
before  the  delivery  I  cannot  but  Iook  upon 
this  Declaration  as  the  refult  of  your  moft  deli¬ 
berate  thoughts :  but  then  I  likewife  think  it 
evident*  that  thefe  thoughts  were  entirely  influ- 
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cnced  and  diredted  by  felf-inteteft.  For  the 
terms  in  which  you  expreffed  yourfelf  being  ge¬ 
neral,  without  the  leaft  exception,  you  declared 
in  effedt,  That  You  and  Dr.  Zinzan  would 
ilrenuouQy  oppofe  any  Foreign  Graduate,  who 
lhould  pretend  to  fettle  at  Readings  let  his  qua¬ 
lifications  be  what  they  would,  even  tho’  they 
were  ever  fo  much  fuperiour  to  your  own.  When 
fuch  a  Declaration  as  this  comes  to  be  generally 
known  to  the  people  of  Reading ,  and  of  the 
places  round  about,  what  can  they  infer  from  it, 
but  that  looking  upon  your  Patients  as  your 
property.  You  are  refolved  they  fhall  not  be 
alienated  ?  There  feems  to  me  no  other  way  of 
evading  this  interpretation  of  your  words,  and 
this  inference  from  tnem,  than  by  your  owning 
frankly,  that  you  really  think  that  no  Foreign 
Graduate  can  poffibly  be  a  better  Phyfician  than 
yourfelf,  or  your  brother  at  Reading  and  confe- 
quently,  the  health  of  your  prefent  Patients  can¬ 
not  poffibly  be  in  greater  fecurity  for  the  future 
under  the  care  of  any  fuch  Perlon.  If  this  be 
your  modeft  opinion,  as  confiftently  with  your 
Declaration  it  ought  to  be,  you  will  find,  l  be¬ 
lieve,  fcarce  any  who  will  give  their  affent  to  it* 
For  You  yourfelf  cannot  but  know,  that  there 
are  feveral  very  confiderable  Phyficians  who  ne¬ 
ver  ftudied  at  either  Univerfity,  and  fome  who 
are  at  the  very  top  of  the  profeffion.  But  fince 
comparifons  of  this  nature  may  feem  invidious, 
and  lince  what  has  been  formerly  may  likewife 
happen  again  j  I  fhall  only  defire  You  to  confider 
the  character  of  fome  eminent  Phyficians  of  for¬ 
mer  times,  who  were  educated  abroad :  to  whom 
if  you  have  not  the  affurance  to  give  yourfelf 
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the  preference,  your  Declaration  is  unjuftifiable  ; 
and  if  you  have,  the  conceit  muft  appear  ridi¬ 
culous  to  all. 

In  the  fame  Speech  you  gave  a  farther  proof 
of  your  ftrong  attachment  to  your  own  dear  in- 
tereft,  by  infilling  on  an  argument  as  odd  as 
your  Declaration,  in  words  to  this  eft! ct :  “  Your 
“  education  you  laid  colt  you  fifteen  hundred 
“  pounds,  whereas  mine  could  not  coll  me 
<c  above  five  hundred.”  By  which  it  may 
juftly  be  fuppofed,  that  you  defigned  to  infinu- 
ate,  that  your  fkill  in  Phyfic  was  fuperiour  to 
mine  by  two  parts  in  three  *,  and  conlequently 
that  your  advice  was  worth  two  thirds  more  than 
mine.  Left  your  audience  Ihould  not  readily 
draw  the  firft  of  thele  Conclufions,  from  which 
the  fecond  naturally  follows,  you  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  give  them  a  more  explicit  direction,  by 
adding,  “  That  You  had  fpent  fourteen  years 
“  at  Oxford  before  you  could  obtain  a  Dodor’s 
“  Degree,  which  I  had  obtained  much  fooner 
“  abroad  j  and  that  it  was  a  great  hardlhip, 
“  with  refped  to  yourfelf,  that  I  Ihould  be  in- 
“  tituled  to  the  fame  Privileges,  fince  it  could 
“  not  be  fuppofed  that  I  was  fo  well  qualified 

“  for  them.” - How  well  qualified  I  may  be,  I 

lhall  leave  to  the  Judgment  of  thole  who  are  not 
unacquainted  with  my  practice  and  fuccefs. — By 
what  means  I  endeavoured  to  qualify  myfelf,  I 
have  given  fome  account  above. — How  much 
fooner ,  after  my  firft  application  to  the  ftudy  of 
Phyfic,  1  obtained  my  degree  abroad,  than  You 
at  home,  is  intirely  unknown  to  you  at  prefent; 
but  I  lhall  quickly  enable  you  to  give  a  tolerable 
guefs. — That  You  fpent  fourteen  Tears  at  Ox- 
ford,  I  have  not  faith  to  believe,  having  been 
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affured  that  you  begun  practice,  and  refided  at 
Reading ,  upon  taking  a  bachelor  of  Phyfic’s  de¬ 
gree  :  the  time  of  which  practice  being  deduct¬ 
ed,  will  reduce  the  fourteen  years  to  ten,  being 
within  one  year  of  the  very  time  required  for  a 
Doctor’s  degree  at  Cambridge ;  which  you  can¬ 
not  denv  to  be  fuificient,  as  vou  allow  the  vali- 
dity  of  the  Degrees  there.  But  even  of  thefe  ten 
years,  which  it  fhall  be  granted  you  fpent  at 
Oxford ,  including  perhaps  many  months  of 
abfence,  three  years  at  leaft  may  feafonably  be 
fuppofed  to  have  been  taken  up  by  the  ftudy  of 
fuch  Arts  as  have  no  relation  to  that  of  Phyfic  ; 
which  therefore  ought  likewife  to  be  deducted, 
and  will  leave  but  feven  years  remaining,  which 
can  properly  be  faid  to  have  been  employed  in  ac¬ 
quiring  the  qualifications  neceffary  to  a  Doctor’s 
Degree.  If  I  then,  for  feven  years  together, 
applied  myfelf  clofely  to  all  thofe  Arts,  which 
are  introductory  to  the  knowledge  of  Medicine, 
without  interruption  trom  thofe  which  have  no 
tendency  thereto  j  pray,  good  Sir,  how  much 
fooner ,  computing  the  time  which  alone  ought 
to  be  computed,  did  I  obtain  my  Degree  than 
you  obtained  yours  ?  And  if  I  pafied  thofe  feven 
years,  where  I  had  as  many  and  as  good,  nay, 
more  and  better  opportunities  of  improvement, 
not  nly  in  the  previous  ftudies  which  form  the 
Theory,  but  likewife  by  feeing  a  good  deal  of 
PraCtice  ;  why  may  not  I  be  fuppofed  as  well  qua* 
lijied  as  yourfelf  Your  Calculation  then  of  the 
expence  of  your  medicinal  Education  is  carried 
much  too  high,  when  you  make  it  amount  to 
fifteen  hundred  pounds  •,  reckoning,  I  fuppofe, 
one  hundred  pounds  for  the  expence  of  each 
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year,  and  as  much  for  that  of  your  Doclorial 
Degree. 

But  allowing  the  whole  account,  and  the  dis¬ 
proportion  betwixt  the  expence  of  your  Educa¬ 
tion  and  mine  to  be  as  You  have  ftated  it ;  yet 
the  Inference  you  would  have  the  world  make 
from  thence  will  never  follow :  for  conftant  expe¬ 
rience  lhews,  that  thofe  Young  Gentlemen,  who 
fpend  the  moft  money  at  the  Univerfity,  or  any 
where  elfe,  very  feidom  make  the  greateft  im¬ 
provement. 

To  thefe  few  Obfervations  upon  the  fnoft  ma¬ 
terial  part  of  your  Speech,  I  think  it  neceffary 
to  fubjoin  a  word  or  two  concerning  the  time 
you  chofe  for  the  delivery  of  it.  Tho’  I  cannot 
charge  you  with  knowing,  that  I  was  obliged  to 
be  abfent  from  the  club  of  Gentlemen  at  Henley 
that  day,  yet  I  have  fome  reafon  to  fufpect  it. 
But  fuppofing  the  contrary,  I  think  a  generous 
Adversary,  efpecially  one  who,  being  no  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Club,  was  little  better  than  an  Intru¬ 
der,  would  have  Satisfied  himfelf  with  recom¬ 
mending  his  Deputy,  and  forborne  any  invec¬ 
tive  againft  an  abfent  member.  But  why  fhould 
I  mention  what  a  generous  perfon  would  have 
either  done  or  avoided,  to  One  whofe  whole 
conduit  towards  me  has  not  been  coloured  with 
the  leaft  tinfture  of  generofity  ?  Who,  whenever 
he  faw  me,  could  put  on  a  finding  mafk  of  ci¬ 
vility  on  purpofe  to  amufe  me,  and  prevent  me 
from  fufpeiting  him  capable  of  any  formed  de- 
fign  againft  me,  which  he  was  even  then  profe- 
cuting  in  a  clandeftine  manner.  Nay,  this 
Farce  of  external  civility  you  continued  to  re¬ 
peat,  at  the  very  time  when  you  difclaimed 
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holding  any  Confultation  with  me  ;  making 
many  profefiions  of  regard  and  kindnefs,  and  of 
your  readinefs  to  do  me  fervice  in  any  other  re- 
fpeift,  which  did  not  interfere  with  your  Word 
and  Promife.  But  this  was  too  grofs  to  pafs  ; 
and  You  foon  found,  that  I  was  no  longer  to  be 
deceived  by  your  fair  fpeeches. 

This  determined  you  to  lay  afide  your  difil- 
mulation,  and  with  a  malicious  fincerity  to  make 
your  enmity  and  oppofition  public,  by  haran¬ 
guing  againft  me  before  a  Society,  of  which  I  was 
a  member,  and  You  was  not.  You  had  how¬ 
ever  the  precaution  to  retain  fo  much  of  your 
ufual  conduct  in  your  attaques  upon  me,  as,  in 
order  to  wound  me  with  more  fecurity  to  your- 
felf,  to  make  them  behind  my  back.  Had  I 
been  prefent,  I  queftion  whether  any  fuch 
Speech  would  have  been  made  ;  or  if  it  had, 
by  any  thing  I  have  heard  of  it.  How  eafily 
might  it  have  been  anfwered  ?  I  was  there¬ 
fore  the  lefs  concerned,  that  I  happened  to  be 
abfent,  when  I  was  affured,  that  tho’  the  Orator 
met  with  no  interruption  in  the  pleafure  of  hear¬ 
ing  himfelf  talk,  yet  he  gave  not  the  lead:  plea¬ 
fure  to  the  audience,  either  by  the  matter  or 
manner  of  his  Oration.  If  a  Dodtor  fhould  talk 
like  an  Apothecary  among  the  lower  adminiftra- 
tors  of  Phyfic,  againft  a  perfon  of  whom  they 
think  they  have  reafon  to  be  jealous,  felf-admi- 
ration  and  felf-intereft  will  naturally  induce  them 
to  give  their  approbation  and  applaufe.  But 
Gentlemen  of  fortune,  fenfe,  literature,  and  im¬ 
partiality  would  not  precipitately  countenance 
fuch  a  rude  attaque  upon  an  abfent  member  of 
their  Society  ;  which  they  had  juft  caufe  to  fu- 
fpedt  proceeded/olely  from  two  very  bad  fources. 

Avarice 
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Avarice  and  Malevolence.  They  could  not  but  be 
furprifed  to  fee  a  perfon  in  fuch  affluent  circum- 
ftances  fo  anxiouQy  folicitous  to  prevent  the  leaft 
diminution  of  his  Fees.  They  could  not  but 
refent  fuch  difrefpedtful  and  malicious  treatment 
of  a  member  of  their  Club,  who  had  always 
Ihewed  a  proper  refpedt  and  a  benevolent  difpo- 
fition  towards  You. 

But  their  furprize  and  refentment  was  increa- 
fed,  when  you  proceeded  to  defire  them  to 
employ  a  Brother  Phyfician  at  Reading  in  your 
ftead,  whenever  it  lhould  not  fuit  with  your 
convenience  to  attend  them  yourfelf.  It  is  diffi¬ 
cult  to  fay,  whether  this  requeft  manifefted  more 
infolence  towards  them,  or  ill-will  towards  me. 
By  employing  You  as  their  Phyfician,  in  pre¬ 
ference  to  him,  feveral  of  them  had  conferred 
upon  You  the  greateft  favour,  which  in  your 
medicinal  capacity  you  could  reafonably  expedt 
or  defire.  But  with  this  You  was  not  fatif- 
fied  t  You  had  more  comprehenfive  fchemes  in 
view,  that  extended  to  the  depreffion  of  others, 
as  well  as  the  advancement  of  yourfelf ;  and  re¬ 
garded  not  only  the  prefent  time,  but  the  future. 
According  to  your  opinion,  at  leaft  according 
to  your  condudt,  one  favour  is  an  earned:  of 
another ;  the  more  a  man  has  received,  the 
more  he  may  juftly  afk  ;  and  where  he  has  fuc- 
ceeded  well  in  foliciting  for  himfelf,  he  may 
reafonably  expedt  the  like  fuccefs  in  his  felicita¬ 
tions  lor  another.  Proceeding  upon  thefe  max¬ 
ims,  you  make  a  bold  puffi  to  introduce  a 
coadjutor ,  or  rather  fubftitute :  whofe  bufinefs  it  is, 
in  cafe  a  Patient  lhould  be  attacked  by  any 
diftemper,  when  You  are  at  too  great  a  diftance, 
to  adt  like  a  Subaltern,  and  keep  the  enemy  in 
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play  by  vollies  of  fmall  ffiot,  ’till  You  can  come 
up  with  your  Artillery  and  Magazine  of  Phyfic. 
This  was  not  over  modeft  in  You,  under  pre¬ 
tence  of  refpeft  and  recommendation,  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  preclude  their  choice.  In  choofing  You, 
you  will  not  deny,  that  they  ffiewed  fufficient 
judgment  and  dil'cretion :  could  they  not  be 
trufted  to  choofe  another  Phylician  for  them- 
felves  ?  They  had  obliged  You  by  their  firft 
choice  :  was  it  in  order  to  fhew  your  gratitude, 
that  you  would  conftrain  them  to  oblige  You 
more  by  giving  up  to  yon  their  fecond  ? 

Had  You  introduced  a  perfect  ftranger  to 
them,  and  made  the  like  requeft%n  his  behalf, 
tho’  the  prelumption  had  been  the  fame,  yet  it 
would  have  been  lefs  inexcufable,  from  the  great 
occafion  fuch  a  one*rri|#jfc  have  had  for  fome  in- 
troduftion  and  recomrrilSdation.  But  to  under¬ 
take  to  recommend  to  thofe  Gentlemen  a  per- 
fon,  with  whofe  Character  they  were  as  well  ac¬ 
quainted  as  You,  was,  to  fay  the  beft  of  it,  altoge¬ 
ther  needlefs  ;  but  to  fpeak  of  it  as  it  deferves, 
it  carried  along  with  it  an  intimation  not  very 
favourable,  either  to  the  company,  or  the  perfon 
recommended. — It  mull  fuppofe  in  them  an  in¬ 
capacity  of  choofing  a  proper  Phylician  for  them- 
felves  ;  and  that  they  were  likely  enough,  with¬ 
out  your  interpofition,  to  fix  upon  a  lefs  known 
and  lefs  deferving  Perfon.— -With  regard  to  the 
perfon  recommended,  it  could  be  no  advance¬ 
ment  of  his  charafter,  to  be  propofed  to  aft  the 
part  of  a  Deputy  under  You  :  an  office,  which 
fome  few  years  ago  it  was  with  juft  reafon 
thought  moft  likely  for  You  to  execute  under 
him.^For  the  Charafter  of  that  Gentleman,  both 
as  a  Scholar  and  a  Phyfician,  is  well  known;  He 
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had  begun,  Continued,  and  finifhed  his  ftudies  at 
Oxford  with  great  reputation :  his  parts  and  learn¬ 
ing  in  general,  and  his  knowledge  in  his  parti¬ 
cular  profeffion,  were  never  queftioned.  He 
took  the  Degree  of  Mailer  of  Arts  above  ten  years 
before  You  •,  and  by  diicharging  the  honourable 
arid  difficult  office  of  public  Prodlor  to  the  fa-* 
tisfadtion  and  applaufe  of  the  Univerfity,  ffione 
confpicuous  in  the  eyes  of  that  learned  Body, 
while  you  was  fcarce  known. 

Of  fuch  an  extraordinary  Conduct  towards  me, 
as  has  been  here  reprefented,  it  may  be  reafonably 
imagined  there  mull  have  been  fome  extraordi- 
nary  Caufe  my  part :  and  therefore,  Sir,  be¬ 
fore  I  finifh,  it  will  be  proper  to  take  notice  of 
what  You  allege  in  excufegijaMt,  All  that  I  have 
heard  is.  That  when  my^rnend  firft  acquainted 
you  with  my  Defign,  he  told  You,  that  it  was 
only  to  pradtife  Man-midwifery.  This  my  Friend 
abfolutely  denies ;  and  there  are  fo  many  reafons 
againil  the  probability  of  it,  that  they  muit  ren¬ 
der  it  altogether  incredible. — -To  what  purpofe 
could  he  wait  upon  You,  in  fo  formal  a  manner, 
with  a  Letter  from  an  intimate  acquaintance  of 
yours,  in  order  to  inform  you  of  a  defign  only, 
which  could  not  give  You  the  leaft  umbrage, 
and  in  promoting  which  You  could  do  me  little 
or  no  fervice  ? — As  I  had  originally  profelfed,  and 
continued  to  that  time  the  practice  of  both  Phy- 
fic  and  Man-midwifery,  was  it  at  all  likely,  that 
my  Friend  ffiould  venture  to  fupprefs  my  inten¬ 
tion  as  to  the  pradlice  of  the  former  ?  Could  he 
be  fo  weak  as  to  endeavour  to  amufe  you  with  a 
falfehood,  which  could  not  lie  concealed  longer 
than  a  few  days  •,  and  which,  when  difcovered, 
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muft  friiftrate  the  very  end  of  his  waiting  upon 
You,  and  juftly  render  You  my  open  adverfary  ? 

Your  iuppreffion  of  this  Excufe  for  above  a 
whole  year,  and  not  alleging  it  till  after  the 
affair  of  Mr.  Combee  broke  out,  makes  it  highly 
probable  that  there  is  no  truth  at  all  in  it.  For 
can  any  one  think,  that  You  would  not  have 
gladly  produced  this  charge  againft  me,  as 
loon  as  ever  You  had  heard  of  my  pradlifing 
Phylic  •,  which  you  muff  foon  have  heard  upon 
my  fettling  at  this  place  ?  This  would  have  ex- 
pofed  me  to  the  juft  cenlure  of  all  who  heard  it, 
and  prevented  me  from  gaining  any  bufinefs  here. 
— But  belides  this  ftrong  ground  of  fufpicion. 
You  have  given  pofitive  evidence  againft  yourfelf 
twice:  firft,  by  telling  my  Friend*  that  You 
would  have  him  advife  me  to  fettle  at  High 
Wickham ,  where  there  was  neither  Phyjician  nor 
Man- midwife  ;  and  afterwards,  by  telling  others, 
that  by  the  account  my  Friend  gave,  You  could 
not  tell,  whether  I  intended  to  pradtife  as  an  Apo¬ 
thecary,  Surgeon,  Man-midwife,  or  Phyfician. 

And  now.  Sir,  I  think  I  have  anfwered  every 
particular,  which  has  been,  or  can  be,  alleged 
by  You  againft  my  undertaking  to  pradtife 
Phyfic  in  this  place.  In  doing  which,  I  thought 
it  neceffary  to  be  thus  copious,  in  order  to  put 
a  ftop  to  the  many  grofs  mifreprefentations 
in  relation  to  me  j  of  molt  of  which  I  have  all 
the  reafon  in  the  world  to  believe,  that  You 
have  been  the  chief  author  and  promoter. 
To  remove  the  ill  effedfs  of  thefe  mifreprefenta¬ 
tions,  whereby  the  minds  of  fome  hereabouts  had 
been  prejudiced  to  my  difadvantage,  it  became 
neceffary  for  me  to  be  thus  particular  in  the  re- 
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prefentation  of  my  Cafe,  and  to  give  You  and 
myfelf  this  trouble.  Otherwife  I  need  have  uled 
but  very  few  words  •,  and  might  have  aeny’d  at 
once.  That  the  very  Agreement  which  you  pre¬ 
tended  you  had  made  with  Dr.  Frewin,  Dr. 
Pitt,  Dr.  Hayes,  &c.  and  by  which  you  faid, 
that  you  was  obliged  not  to  confult  with  me,  had 
any  reality  in  it.  For  in  a  few  days  after  our 
meeting  at  Mr.  Combee’s,  Dr.  Hayes  declared 
to  me,  in  prefence  of  a  Gentleman  who  will  atteft 
•it.  That  He  himfelf  had  never  entered  into  any 
fuch  Agreement  with  Dr.  Addington,  or  any 
other  Phyfician  ;  and  That  he  never  had  heard 
even  that  any  fuch  Agreement  had  been  entered 
into  in  any  part  of  England. 

And  whereas  you  reprefented  this  Agreement 
to  be  general,  abfolute,  and  unconditional,  againft 
all  Phyficians  who  have  not  taken  their  Degree 
jn  our  Univerfities ;  I  might  fafely  deny,  that  any 
fuch  Agreement  was  ever  made  with  Dr.  Pitt. 
For  I  have  certain  information,  that  he  very 
lately  declared,  that  the  Phyficians  of  Oxford 
never  refufe  to  confult  with  thole  of  a  Foreign 
Degree,  provided  they  have  alfo  a  Licence  from 
the  College  of  Phyficians  in  London.  It  is  incre¬ 
dible  therefore,  that  Dr.  Pitt,  whom  I  do  and 
fliall  ever  mention  with  honour,  did  ever  enter 
into  an  Agreement  with  You,  whereby  I  fhould  be 
excluded ;  unlefs  you  reprefented  me  not  to  be 
v/hat  you  knew  I  was,  and  either  denied  or  fup- 
preffed  my  Qualification  from  the  College. 

Thus,  Sir,  this  pretended  Agreement  appears 
to  be  a  very  odd  one ;  an  Agreement,  to  which 
there  was  no  party  but  yourfelf ;  and  therefore  it 
need  not  have  given  you  fo  much  concern  on  the  ac¬ 
count  of  its  hindering  you  from  confulting  with 
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4ne.  I  leave  You  to  reconcile  thefe  contradic¬ 
tory  accounts,  and  to  defend  this  part  of  your  beha¬ 
viour  towards  me  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  to  give, 
if  you  pleafe,  any  other  reafon  why  I  may  not 
be  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  my  Profeffion,  in 
common  with  others,  whofe  education,  degrees, 
and  abilities  have  been  approved  by,  and  received 
a  fandtion  from  the  College  of  Phyficians.  To 
hope  for  as  much  regard  and  favour  from  the 
world  as  Dr.  Addington  has  furprizingly  met 
with,  may  perhaps  be  unreafonable  :  I  Ihall  how¬ 
ever  depend  upon  fome  degree  of  it,  as  long 
as  I  fhall  make  my  chief  care  and  ftudy  to 
deferve  it.  If  there  was  anything  in  the  parti¬ 
cular  Cafe  of  Mr.  Combee,  which  you  think 
could  affeX  me,  I  defire  You  would  not  fcruple 
to  make  it  public ;  for  I  fhould  very  gladly 
■  canvals  that  point  with  You. 

I  might  juftly  expoftulate  farther  with  you, 
upon  the  long  feries  of  your  injurious  Treat¬ 
ment  •,  and  might  eafily  add  many  more  Re¬ 
flexions  upon  this  occafion.  But  fuch,  I  hope, 
will  be  partly  fuggefted  by  your  own  mind,  or 
at  lead  fupplied  by  the  impartial  confideration 
of  others,  who  may  be  more  inclined  to  do 
Juftice  to.  Sir, 

„  ,  ~  ,  Tour  humhls  Servant. 

Henley,  July  25, 
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